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It’s official! The Coffs Coast is…

NSW’s FIRST ECO Destination 
Certified by Ecotourism Australia

Connect deeply, tread lightly and discover our place of plenty. 



WELCOME

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all 
to Touch Football’s greatest rivalry and 
showpiece tournament, the 2022 State of 
Origin Series.

We are delighted to bring touch football’s 
showpiece event to a state-of-the-art 
facility, C.ex Coffs International Stadium, 
thanks to the support of Coffs Harbour 
City Council. 

The 2022 State of Origin will be the 50th 
Anniversary of New South Wales Touch 
therefore in collaboration with Queensland 
Touch Football this is a very exciting and 
special State of Origin event.

This event brings together more than 700 
of the best players, coaches and officials 
from across Queensland and New South 
Wales, in what always proves to be an 
outstanding showcase of touch football 
talent.  

We acknowledge the hard work the 
Queensland and New South Wales teams 
across all the 18 divisions have put in 
during this Origin cycle. Congratulations 
to the referees on their selection for 
this event and welcome our Queensland 
debutants!
 

Welcome to all supporters, family 
members and friends, particularly those 
who have travelled significant distances 
to be here. Your support is critical to the 
success of our participants, and more 
broadly, the overall growth of our sport.

To all staff, volunteers, and partners, 
thank you for your support, involvement 
and hard work in the lead up to this event, 
which I am certain will be a great success. 
Most importantly, thank you for your 
dedication to our sport, and I hope you 
enjoy your State of Origin experience.

The State of Origin series continues to 
grow each event, which is fantastic to see, 
with the addition of the Women’s 45s and 
Men’s 60s competition Divisions in this 
year’s event, as well as, the inclusion of a 
Women’s 50s Invitational Division. 

I look forward to seeing legends in the 
making and some of our Origin Greats 
take to the field.

Good luck!

Troy Mogran
Chairman
Queensland Touch Football
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WELCOME FROM 
THE MAYOR 

STATE v STATE SHOWDOWN!

Coffs Harbour’s ability to host events 
is globally recognised, which has been 
reinforced by winning the acclaimed 
International Festivals and Events 
Association (IFEA) World Festival and 
Event City Award five years in a row (2015-
2019). 

A great deal of that success has been 
thanks to the Coffs Coast Sport and 
Leisure Park precinct. Boasting FIFA 
certified multisport synthetic fields and 
over 20 hectares of playing fields including 
C.ex Coffs International Stadium with 
nationally-recognised premier playing 
surface, broadcast lighting, high quality 
state-of-the-art player, hospitality and 
media facilities, the precinct and Stadium 
are considered one of the best regional 
sporting facilities in the country. 

We have a strong history of hosting 
National and International events including 
Elton John’s Farewell Tour, BBL Cricket, 
NRL, Australia Rally Championships, 
A-League and World Cups for both Oztag 
and Touch Football - many of which were 
broadcast live. 

The Coffs Coast also regularly hosts a 
range of large scale multi-field participant 
competitions such as the National 
Touch League, National and State Oztag 
Championships, Coffs Coast Rugby 
Challenge and FFA Football National 
and State Cup, attracting thousands of 
attendees to the venue and the City. 

The people aren’t bad either! We really do 
pride ourselves on being a community that 
warmly welcomes all visitors. 

Alongside that welcome, visitors can 
also enjoy our unique, stunning natural 
landscapes and one of Australia’s most 
liveable climates.

We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Coffs Coast for the QLD Touch State of 
Origin!

Warm regards, 
CR PAUL AMOS 
MAYOR, CITY OF COFFS HARBOUR



QUEENSLAND WOMEN 
CHAMPIONING MORE 
AGE GROUPS FOR TOUCH 
FOOTBALL 
When Simone Hepburn pulls on the 
maroon for the Women’s over 45 
Queensland team in the Touch Football 
State of Origin, she’ll be celebrating an 
impressive 35 years in the sport.

Getting her first taste for representing 
Queensland as a schoolgirl, Hepburn has 
been a mainstay around the touch fields 
and will once again have the opportunity 
to represent Queensland in the over 45s 

women’s team at the 2022 Touch Football 
State of Origin.

Like many, touch football has been 
a family affair for Hepburn, with her 
dad, Paul Eggers, igniting her passion 
for the sport. Paul was one of the 
‘founding fathers’ of Touch Football, 
being instrumental in the inception and 
development of Touch Football from the 
70s and a life member.



“I grew up on the sidelines of touch, while 
Dad volunteered on the administrative 
side, and was inspired by all the legends 
of the 80s and 90s....the Norman’s, 
the Notley’s, the Brindall brothers, the 
McWhirter sisters.

“For me to represent Queensland feels 
like I’m respecting my dad’s legacy and 
helping him keep up with the progress of 
the modern game”

“The friendships and laughs are what has 
kept me in the sport I now play and laugh 
with my kids or with girls I’ve known for 
more than 30 years.

“The other reason I keep playing is the 
continual challenge the sport brings as it 
evolves and always learning new ways to 
play, that keeps things interesting...and 
keeps the body moving. 

“The game has changed a lot since the 
90’s and the way modern touch football is 
played now and the strategies and skills, it 
has evolved dramatically,” she said. 

With the final preparations being made for 
the ultimate grudge match, Queensland 
versus New South Wales, Hepburn said it 
will be about bringing energy and learning 
from each game. 

“We are expecting them to play smart, 
come out hard and adapt from games 1 
through to 3. 

With touch football known for its ability to 
retain participants throughout their life, 
Hepburn represents the growing interest 
in playing touch among women 40 years 
and over. 

Hepburn said it’s thanks to Queensland 
women like Haylene Grogan, that more 
women have the chance to continue to 
compete at a high level in the sport in 
their older years. 

“I’ve been inspired by the likes of Haylene 
to keep playing… she is a massive 
advocate for women in sport. 

“She pushed for the first ever Queensland 
over 45 women’s team and now herself 
will also line up again in the first over 50+ 
team.”
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MENS OPEN WOMENS OPEN MIXED OPEN

2  James Courtney

1 Sammy-Jo Curtis 1 Jimmy Hegedus

3  Peter Norman

2 Hinerangi Andreassend 2 Bella Fildes

4  Jake Notley

3 Georgina Rackemann 3 James Price

5  Corey Russell

4 Rachel Walsh 4 Katee Maller

6  Tim Baartz

5 Paige Markey 5 Jaymon Bob

7  Jayden Benbow

6 Hayley Maddick 6 Kat Stevens

8  Damon Moore

7 Tiarni Bryce 7 Andrew Searle

9  Malcolm Kenny

8 Rebecca Mi Mi 8 Sam Carmody

10  Bailey Assay

9 Marama Thomas 9 Rebecca GouldingGoulding

11 Justin Cridland

10 Ashleigh Kearney

11 Adam Russell

12  Adam Pryde

11 Kimberley Sue See

12 Drew Price

13  Harry Griffin

12 Catherine Sargent

13 Leesa Mi Mi

 14 Hayden Moffat

13 Lucia Fildes

14 Tyler Ward

Liam Bauer

14 Olivia Goodsell

Wilson Groth

Coach Jason Boyd Coach Renee Murphy Coach Micheal Baartz

Asst. Coach Nick Pecchiar Asst. Coach Leasha Thouard Asst. Coach Danny Goodwin

Manager Gary Benbow Manager Drina Brady Manager Jodie May

MENS 20S WOMENS 20S

1 Jardel Bob 1 Tayla Sykes

2 Jayden Ambichi 2 Chloe Sawtell

3 Jai Charlton 3 Chloe Tunks

4 Kaiyah Castles 4 Sharni  Vilila

5 Patrick Crow 5 Charlotte Graham

6 Zayne Cox 6 Emily  Ward

7 Connor Rolfe 7 Remi Hinckesman

8 Filisi Frost 8 Madeline Mathews

9 Khye Russell 9 Demi Ashurst

10 Alex Condon 10 Amielia Chadburn

11 Caleb Madders 11 Charlotte Vandermeer

12 Ryan Ward 12 Hannah Forbes

13 Shameus Edwards 13 Sinead Murphy

14 Blaise Prendergast 14 Caitlyn Blade

Coach Chris Loth Coach Paul Cobham

Asst. Coach Dave Parker Asst. Coach Leeanne Bauer

Manager Brad Shine Manager Anthony Walker

1

10
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WOMENS 27S MENS 30S MIXED SENIORS

1 Marlie Phillips 1 Lawrence Oberleuter 1 Kelly Goodwin

2 Haylee Murphy - 
Evans

2 Shaun Francis 2 Steven Louttit

3 Kelly Jones 3 Trevor Moran 3 Tom Eyles

4 Emma Sen 4 David Zanette 4 Amanda Powell

5 Nikki Fields 5 Kristian Congoo 5 Scott Prince

6 Breanna Eales 6 Ryan Shibasaki 6 Jaya Callinan

7 Courtney Trenerry 7 Ben Weiczorek 7 Justin Otto

8 Rebecca Oliver 8 Michael Rasmussen 8 Grace Griffin

9 Belinda McCormack 9 Josh Smart 9 Tim GlazebrookGlazebrook

10 Natasha Adams 10 Cody Green 10 Davina Galetto

11 Jess Johnson 11 James Sharp 11 Cassie Vincitorio

12 Jenna Rowsell 12 Tom Quinlivan 12 Khanui Cox

13 Kahli Seymour 13 Ken Adams 13 Pat Horgan

14 Sarah Keleher 14 David Sen 14 Mitch Higgins

Coach Geoff Hooper Coach Damien Kelso Coach Gavin Shuker

Asst. Coach - - Asst. Coach Jordan Seeto Asst. Coach Blake Hornbrook

Manager Rebecca Herbert Manager Mark Wilde Manager Katrina Grant

MENS 35S WOMENS 35S

1  James  Harrington 1 Kym Waugh

2  Jesse  Green 2 Pia Galon

3  Campbell  McIntosh 3 Missy Shaw

4  Richie  Bin Dol 4 Kelly Kennedy

5  Ben Geldart 5 Amanda Obst

6  Mark  Cecil 6 Kirsti Le Gay Brereton

7  Brad  Powell 7 Emily Hennessey

8  Chris  Jordan 8 Cristie McTaggart

9 Jasbir (Jassy) Bhullar 9 Serena Albert

10  Hamish  Jones 10 Melinda Kidd

11  Josh  McCormack 11 Kirsty Gibbs

12  Taki  Luke 12 Lauren Dayberg Muir

13  Ty  Russell 13 Teena McIlveen

14  Dean  Taylor 14 Stacey Hancock

Coach  Mark  Edwards Coach John Bourke

Asst. Coach  Levi  TeNamu Asst. Coach Billy Dorrick

Manager  Greg  Taylor Manager Lisa Baisden
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MENS 40S WOMENS 40S MENS 45S

1 Leon Skinner 1 Zara Hartley 1  Adam Page

2 Remus Gentles 2 Therese Gordon 2 Jason Kaiwai

3 Troy Nichols 3 Kellie Ryan 3 Craig Madders

4 Mahuta Teika 4 Clare Johnson 4 Alex Hinch

5 Callin Overton 5 Kate Barker 5 Rob Vella

6 Troy Skinner 6 Kristie Smith 6 Jason Ryder

7 Kane Stack 7 Katrina Woodger 7 Matt Bowe

8 Stephen Swan 8 Kellie Plitz 8 Steele Tallon

9 Chris Farrow 9 Kylie Bellingham 9 Bobby CoxCox

10 Aaron Jones 11 Rebecca Clydesdale 10 Tony Klein

11 Steve Murray 12 Mai Peregrina 11 Craig McHerron

12 Troy Clark 13 Jasmine Spittall 12 Jason Campbell

13 Tristan Mana 14 Katie Geiger 13 Justin Loomans

14 Nathan Jones Kerry Hokianga 14 Damien Hofmeyer

Coach John Morris Coach Chris Swaddle Coach Tim Villalba

Asst. Coach Connor Cowley Asst. Coach Mark Phillips Asst. Coach Joe Schweitzer

Manager Moses Choy Manager Sandra Thompson Manager Wayne Butcher

WOMENS 45S MENS 50S

1 Jodie Gair 1 Troy Hastie

2 Angela Trenerry 2 Troy Morgan

3 Lisa Miller 3 Cameron Foster

4 Leanne Brookes 4 Brent Saddler

5 Simone Hepburn 5 Gerard O'Keeffe

6 Christie Taylor 6 Shane Rigby

7 Jude Bust 7 Willy Nathan

8 Tanya Sewter 8 Bruce MacDonald

9 Debbie Grylls 9 Chris Davidson

10 Helen Bower 10 Rob Day

11 Natalie Lynch 11 Ian Jordan

12 Maria Griffin 12 Paul Thomasson

13 Melissa Lonergan 13 Matt Barclay

14 Vicki Woods 14 Craig Neilan

Coach Basil Cutmore Coach Scott Notley

Asst. Coach Glyn Mathers Asst. Coach Ash Heiniger

Manager Debra Seymour Manager Tony Hawthorn
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WOMENS 50S MENS 55S MENS 60S

1 Haylene Grogan 1 Ron Keleher 1  Peter Hawes

2 Renee Randall 2 Jeff Garrick 2  Brett Arrowsmith

3 Tina Taylor 3 Peter Owen 3  Mark Jansson

4 Tarita Frain 4 Glen Millard 4  Steve Garton

5 Leanne Cramer 5 Terrence Moore 5  William Mclean

6 Lexia Willmington 6 Shane Tibbs 6  Peter Feldman

7 Loren Wilkinson 7 Tim Griffin 7  Grant Russell

8 Stacey Grant 8 Scott Balanda 8  Shane Beale

9 Wendy Blakeney 9 Peter Sheppard 9  Mark BlakeneyBlakeney

10 Leandra Tuck 10 Mick Boyd 10  John Pattison

11 Rebecca Dale 11 Steve Womersley 11  Greg Young

12 Jennine Gyemore 12 Rod Plimmer 12  Peter Topp

13 Jenelle Trenerry 13 Kevin McCarthy 13  Mike Thoars

14 Natalie Parker 14 Ken Ball 14  David Brown

Coach John Collins Coach Kevin Flett Coach Kevin Hickey

Asst. Coach Karleigh Little Asst. Coach Wayne Holder

Manager John SeymourManager Nick Manikot Manager Graham Russell

Asst. Coach - -

STAFF EVENT STAFF

CEO Greg Denny Event Manager Matthew Scott

Sport Operations Sam Heath Event Staff Jack Whitelock

Partnerships 
Manager

 Rachael Stacey Event Staff Lauren Avsec

Team Liaison Mia Jesson Event Staff Dan Sarmiento

Marketing Rachael Harpur Event Staff Nathan Loveday (NSW)

Marketing Taryn Coles Event Staff Josh Benham (NSW)

HP Panel Craig Morrow Livestream Scott MacAllister

HP Panel Peter Bell Livestream James Preston

HP Panel John Singh Livestream Jackson Mills

HP Panel Tristan Mana

HP Panel Neil Ward

HP Panel Brenda Rackemann

HP Panel Mitch Alexander

HP Panel Mitch Smith

Head of Medical Emma Armfield



REFEREES

REFEREE PANEL

David Bowtell QLD

Linda Buchanan QLD

Darren Couper QLD

Brett Freshwater QLD

Lachlan Freshwater QLD

Zoe Genrich QLD

Zac Genrich QLD

John Hamstra QLD

Miriam Hansen QLD

Adam Hogan QLD

Michael Landsberg QLD

Matt Lavery QLD

Michael Littlefield QLD

Bree-Ann Lo Grande QLD

Douglas Mackie QLD

Campbell Muir QLD

Marcus Muller QLD

Matthew Prendergast QLD

Fiona Quinn QLD

Jordan Randle QLD

Trev Schelberg QLD

Aaron Searston QLD

Brad Smith QLD

Paul Sullivan QLD

Chelsey Wilks QLD

Amanda Sheeky SA

Giancarlo Leung VIC

Nicole Alexander WA

Robert McKay WA

Paul Richardson WA

Nicole West WA

David Baggio NSW

Philip Balcombe NSW

Victor Baptista NSW

Emma Bleasdale NSW

Tony Calabria NSW

John Clark NSW

Mason Colwell NSW

Amanda Draper NSW

John Frost NSW

Daniel Kustec NSW

Tess Leahy NSW

Greg Myers NSW

Barry Nichols NSW

Stephen Pike NSW

Chris Reynolds NSW

Rebecca Rogers NSW

Brandon Sanderson NSW

Alanah Sinclair NSW

Kim Skelly NSW

Anthony Smith NSW

Ryan Wake NSW

Rachel Whiteside NSW

Sam Whiteside NSW

Ian Matthew

Dave Field

Chris Dolahenty

Joe Lo Grande

Craig Schumacher

Luke McKenzie
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STATE OF
ORIGIN
NSW
TEAMS
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MENS OPEN WOMENS OPEN MIXED OPEN

1 Jonathan Palau 1 Isabella Slattery 1 Aaliyah Berryman-Paki

2 Madalisto Masache 2 Haley Crawford 2 Jessica Potts

3 Tjadyn Ashby 3 Hannah Dyball 3 Bayley Ritchie

4 Jessie Jenkins 4 Stephanie Maiolo 4 Logan Flanagan

5 Jack Edwards 5 Rachelle Davis 5 Connor Edwards

6 Dylan Hennessey 6 Danielle Davis 6 Matthew Atkins

7 Joshua Moffitt 7 Kiiahla Berryman-Duff 7 Rachel Jeffs

8 Nicholas Good 8 Amy Dufour 8 Clay Studdon

9 Maurice Kennedy 9 Samantha Rodgers 9 Blake PottsPotts

10 Mitchell Wilton 10 Pihuka Berryman-Duff 10 Jessica Rozairo 

11 John Kennedy 11 Abbey Papenhuyzen 11 Jarrad Rotumah

12 Kai Simbolon 12 Patricia Michaelopoulos 12 Dylan Thompson

13 Justin Costello 13 Courtney Young 13 Chris Williams

14 Luke Cain 14 Zara Nicholas 14 Josh Rozairo

Coach Joel Willoughby Coach Paul Sfier Coach Karley Banks

Asst. Coach Mark Boland Asst. Coach Christian Frost Asst. Coach Lyndsey Brain

Asst. Coach Peter Forrester Asst. Coach Simon Bassett Asst. Coach Cameron Maxwell

MENS 20S WOMENS 20S

2 Hugh Doherty 1 Brearna Berryman-Nathan

3 Will Hickey 2 Georgia Carroll

4 Hemi Knebel 3 Mackenzie Davis

5 Kaya Ardita 4 Mia Rodgers

6 Will Eagleton 5 Lauren McCurley

7 Luke Moffitt 6 Brooke Srour

8 Zachary Hunter 7 Jessica Nagy

9 Liam Robinson 8 Jade Pond

11 Chris Lennon 9 Holli Raaff

12 Dylan Bissett 10 Andi Law

13 Finn Watkins 11 Maggie O'Reilly

14 Robert Jr Catalona 12 Isabella Geros

30 John Paul Catalona 13 Macy Carrothers

35 Haratio Edwards 14 Morgan Mannion

Coach David Stone Coach Matt Scranage

Asst. Coach Joel Begnell Asst. Coach Mick Moussa

Asst. Coach Paul Farah Asst. Coach Tearoha Paki

Manager Joe Caruso Manager Donna Ryan
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WOMENS 27S MENS 30S MIXED SENIORS

1 Dymphna Smith 1 Joshua Phillips 1 Tina Ashworth

2 Maddison Dunn 2 Joe Ng 2 Gareth Young

3 Monique Ellis 3 Mark Roberts 3 Kirstie Wakely

4 Kimberley Grant 4 Daniel Barton 4 Mitchel Brown

5 Cara Zaremski 5 David Maher 5 Manu Wakely

6 Rebecca Gair 6 Ben Moylan 6 Kim Lattimore

7 Alexandra Chung 7 Scott Buckley 7 William Bishop

8 Leah Percy 9 James Shute 8 Carly Walsh

9 Ainsley Hughes 10 Timothy Barton 9 Beau MontgomeryMontgomery

10 Nicole Absolum 11 Caidyn Wynyard 10 Christian Alonzo

11 Amy Regal 12 Mitch Bourke 11 Jamie Chan

12 Rebecca Cachia 13 Nathan Wong 12 Claire Stone

13 Rebecca Beath 14 Tom Dafter 13 Rohit Prasad

14 Teleri Moore 32 Liam Simbolon 14 Justin Gossage

Coach John Dalton Coach Jason Martin Coach Manu Wakely

Asst. Coach Mitchell Walkeden Asst. Coach Brad Curl Asst. Coach Matthew Lawson

Manager Amanda White-Betts Manager Brett Shelton Manager JO Lawson

MENS 35S WOMENS 35S

1 Steven Takchi 1 Vanessa Cooper

2 Heath Cooper 2 Michelle Sproule 

3 Robert White 3 Jacqualine Simpson

4 Stuart Campbell 4 Tahney Luck

5 Nathan Bates 5 Kate Hilyard

6 Richard Foote 6 Anna Gleeson

7 Andrew Baggio 7 Amanda Butler

8 Stewart Parnaby 8 Chloe Butcher

9 Matthew Whitney 10 Emma Hamilton

10 James Salvaggio 11 Elisabeth Jackson

11 Dane Ryan 12 Aylee Brain

12 Benjamin James 13 Sophie Crouch

13 Jonathon Bailey 14 Rachel Van Buzien 

14 Scott Bradley 21 Lauren McAlister

Coach Ricky Hetherington Coach Christian Browne

Asst. Coach Justin Richardson Asst. Coach Craig Beecroft

Manager Mick McGrath Manager Darren Whitbourne
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MENS 40S WOMENS 40S MENS 45S

1 Michael Irvine 1 Dominque Barlow 1 David Rose

2 Steve Sopher 2 Kellie-Jean Johnston 2 Todd Mills

3 Adam Fahim 3 Relle Donovan 3 Trung Le

4 Drew Davies 4 Karina Haddin 4 Les Smith

5 Paul Brady 5 Kristi Miller 5 Dean Taylor

6 Terry Joe 6 Gabrielle Rose 6 Tony Eltakchi

7 Shane Warman 7 Kylie Stewart 7 Graham Knights

8 Adrian Vallelonga 8 Amy White 8 Dean Wilbow

9 Christopher Jonson 9 Rachelle Darcy 9 David Roberts

10 Brad Mitchell 10 Melissa Mitchell 10 Paul MacPherson

11 Darren Reynoldson 11 Melissa Lidbury 11 Steven Menzies

12 Andrew Lees 12 Kerrie Rendell 12 Wayne Gleeson

13 Wayne Calleja 13 Nicole Grose 13 Darren Swain

14 Simon Webster 14 Kobie Knight 14 Darren McSpadden

Coach Michael McDonald Coach Edith Nathan Coach Pat Batiste

Asst. Coach Wayne McKenzie Asst. Coach Natalie Little Asst. Coach Clayton Blackman

Manager Dean Harris Manager Kate Taylor Manager Geoff Thornton

WOMENS 45S MENS 50S

1 Johanne Joe 1 Andre Bali

2 Belinda Patterson 2 Edward Fong

3 Kath Finn 4 Colm Maguire

4 Judy Collins 5 Phil Jarrett

5 Jodi  Dillon 6 Dave Stewart

6 Fiona Jones 7 Ian Kalms

7 Natalie Taffs 8 Corey McLeod

9 Angela Donaldson 9 Mark Leonard

10 Caroline Braddick 10 Martin Shiner

11 Michelle Roberts 11 Mark Hearnden

12 Rachel Platt 12 Christian Papalia

13 Donna Lincoln 13 James Marks

14 Karen Ingram 33 Anthony Hofmeier

20 Kannika Phomsom 34 Stewart Syron

Coach Graham Fleming Coach Paul Khrahe 

Asst. Coach Phil McIlwraith Asst. Coach Jason Cawthorne

Manager Linda Benfield Manager Michael Hyett
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WOMENS 50S MENS 55S MENS 60S

2 Monique Nolan 1 Amir Ayoub 1 Gordon Parish

3 Julie Robinson 2 Peter McDonald 2 Ray Bastian

4 Michelle Smidt 3 Robert Weatherill 3 Glenn Fabian

5 Donna Fraser 4 David Cheung 4 Peter Doherty

6 Amanda Moore 5 George Kritikakis 5 David McLean

7 Vicky Humpherson 6 Mark Koch 6 John Noyeaux

8 Jann Rose 7 James Simons 7 Brett Gillard

9 Katrina McIlwraith 8 David McDonald 8 Andrew Humpherson

10 Michelle Atkins 9 Derek Duguid 9 Cliff Lyons

11 Kylie Tallack 10 Brandon McDonald 10 Garry Simmons

12 Michelle Ward 11 Rick Spence 11 Gary Newman

13 Belinda Caruso 12 Scott Cutler 12 Geoff Power

14 Cheryl Burgess 13 John Haladus 13 Steven Hughes

24 Kylie Nicholas 14 Scott Collins 14 Phillip Young

Coach Carol Jones Coach Bruce Agar Coach Keith Rozario

Asst. Coach Craig Englert Asst. Coach Tim Kitchingham Asst. Coach Nhut Trin

Manager Belinda Holt Manager Aron Watson Manager Larry Kent

STAFF

Team Leader Dean Russell

Assistant Team Leader Kylie Hearne

Head Coach Opens/20s Tony Trad

Head Coach Women's Snrs Micheal Lovett

Head Coach Men's Snrs Michael McCall

Docter Anne Drinkwater

Head Physio Steven Cunningham

Physio David Goodwin

Physio Steph Winchester

Physio Jude Holroyd

Physio Emma Williams

Physio Georgia Black

Trainer Tony Saunders

Trainer Garry Heskett

Trainer John Grosse



CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS

The New South Wales Touch Association 
(NSWTA) celebrates its 50th Anniversary, 
our Golden Jubilee in 2022.

It is quite a milestone to reach your 
50th Anniversary, and it’s appropriate 
to recognise this important time in our 
history. We have come a long way as 
an organisation since Ray Vawdon, and 
Bob Dyke first formed the New South 
Wales Touch Football Association with 
six (6) Affiliates and 1500 participants. 
So, it is only suitable that we recognise 
this milestone with several activities 
throughout the year. One of which has 
been the recently announced NSWTA 
Golden Jubilee Teams and Officials. We 
will also be playing in a retro uniform for 
this year’s SOO series that will incorporate 
the names of all 1700 plus NSW 

representatives who have represented our 
State over the years.

But where did we come from?
In 1968 the first official game of Touch 
Football as it was then known, was held in 
the traditionally strong Rugby League area 
of South Sydney. The South Sydney Touch 
Football Association was then founded 
and through the organisational structure 
of the intra-club sporting bodies at 
South Sydney Junior Rugby League, Bob 
Dyke and Ray Vawdon started a formal 
competition between a small number of 
teams at Snape Park, Kingsford.

Initially, the sport was intended simply to 
appeal to retired Rugby League players 
who wanted to stay fit through a “football 
type” sport.
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During the late 1960s and early 1970s 
Touch Football Clubs and Associations 
were growing at a rapid rate in the ACT, 
NSW and QLD areas.

In 1972 the New South Wales Touch 
Association was formed. By 1973 it had 
six (6) Affiliated Associations with around 
1500 Registered players.  Not surprisingly 
the first Association to Affiliate was 
South Sydney. Cronulla was the second 
to join with Manly not too far behind. In 
1973 Wagga Wagga Touch Association 
became the first country association to 
Affiliate with NSW Touch. By 1978 NSWTA 
President and founder, Ray Vawdon 
estimated there were 40,000 members in 
either Affiliated or Non-Affiliated clubs in 
Country and Metropolitan NSW.

The first interstate Touch Football game 
between NSW and Queensland occurred in 
1973. It was played at Erskineville Oval on 
August 4th. We are happy to say that NSW 
won that clash 15-1. The likes of Owen 
Lane, Ron Hanson, and Reg Robinson all 
stared on the day.

Other early clashes included a full-field 
match between NSW and the touring Great 
Britain Lions Rugby League team in 1977.  
The early stars of the game were present. 

Mick McCall, Terry Reynolds, and Peter 
Winchester all showed their class in the 
match played at Port Hacking Rugby Club.

In 1977 an opportunity was provided 
after the drawn Rugby League Grand final 
between St George and Parramatta to play 
an exhibition game. Rugby League was 
looking for a curtain raiser for the replay 
and approached Touch Football. Ex Rugby 
great Ken Irvine took the touch-field in 
front of 40,000 spectators who were not 
disappointed in the two representative 
matches provided for them.

Today our game is vastly different 
from that of the 60’s and 70’s. What 
hasn’t changed though is the passion to 
represent NSW and wear the two blues. 
We will see that same passion again this 
weekend when we take on the old foe 
Queensland, as enemies on the field and 
as friends off the field.

STATE OF ORIGIN – INFORMATION BOOKLET 2022 | 21



FRIDAY 19TH AUGUST

TIME STADIUM 1 STADIUM 2 FIELD 3 FIELD 4 FIELD 5 FIELD 6

2:00PM Men’s 30s Women’s 35s Women’s 45s Men’s 60s Men’s 45s

2:55PM Men’s 20s Mixed Senior Women’s 40s Men’s 55s Men’s 50s

3:50PM Women’s 20s Women’s 27s Men’s 35s Men’s 40s Women’s 50s

4:45PM Mixed Open

5:40PM Women’s Open

6:35PM Men’s Open

SATURDAY 20TH AUGUST

TIME STADIUM 1 STADIUM 2 FIELD 3 FIELD 4 FIELD 5 FIELD 6

8:00AM Women’s 20s Men’s 35s Men’s 40s Women’s 27s Men’s 50s

8:55AM Men’s 20s Men’s 55s Women’s 35s Women’s 40s Men’s 60s Women’s 50s

9:50AM Mixed Open Men’s 30s Women’s 45s Men’s 45s Mixed Senior

10:45AM Women’s Open

11:40AM Men’s Open

12:35PM Women’s 20s Men’s 35s Men’s 40s Women’s 27s Men’s 50s Women’s 50s

1:30PM Men’s 20s Men’s 60s Men’s 55s Women’s 35s Women’s 40s Mixed Senior

2:25PM PRESENTATION 1

3:20PM Mixed Open Men’s 30s Women’s 45s Men’s 45s

4:15PM Women’s Open

5:10PM Men’s Open

6:05PM PRESENTATION 2

Denotes that a live game will take place over a dead rubber on main field.
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